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Ecuador's Tribunal Supremo Electoral (TSE) on July 21 officially called general elections for Oct. 20.
Voters will choose a successor to President Gustavo Noboa, who will leave office Jan. 15, 2003. The
new president will be elected for a four-year term. With the date for elections officially set, other
national concerns are moving to the back burner as the various parties and movements line up their
candidates. In his address, TSE president Carlos Aguinaga called for "popular, direct, and universal
elections by secret ballot" to choose a president and vice president. Should no candidate obtain a
majority of the votes, a runoff will be held Nov. 24.
In addition to the president and vice president, voters will elect deputies to the unicameral Congress
and provincial and municipal officials. They will also choose representatives for the Parlamento
Andino. Aguinaga said 8.1 million of Ecuador's 12.2 million people are eligible to vote. Candidates
can register until Aug. 20. The campaign will officially begin Sept. 3 and end Oct. 17. Earlier, the
TSE invited the Organization of American States (OAS) to observe the elections. TSE officials said
OAS secretary general Cesar Gaviria indicated his support for an OAS mission to act as election
observers.

Crowded field of candidates
The office of president has no shortage of aspirants. At least a dozen hopefuls are in the race at this
point, including two former presidents. Former President Rodrigo Borja (1988-1992) announced July
20 that he would be a candidate for the Izquierda Democratica (ID). Several parties were holding
off their decisions on whether to field a candidate pending the decision by former President Leon
Febres Cordero (1984-1988) of the Partido Social Cristiano (PSC). Febres Cordero sent a message
from Miami on July 22 that, because of health problems, he would not run. He gave his support to
Xavier Neira. Former President Osvaldo Hurtado (1981-1984) will run on the Movimiento Patria
Solidaria ticket. His running mate will be Gloria Gallardo.
Former President Abdala Bucaram (Aug. 1996-Feb. 1997), who had toyed with returning to Ecuador
from exile in Panama to run again, said that, given his legal problems in Ecuador, he would not be
the PRE candidate (see NotiSur, 1997-05-03).
After Bucaram opted not to run, the PRE held a meeting in Panama in which it named Jacobo
Bucaram, the former president's brother, as its presidential candidate. His running mate will
be Marco Proano. Lucio Gutierrez, a former colonel who was among the leaders of the January
2000 protests that toppled the government of Jamil Mahuad (1998-2000), will run representing the
Sociedad Patriotica, a coalition of center-left groups and the indigenous Pachacutik movement (see
NotiSur, 2000-01-28).
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Antonio Vargas, former president of the Confederacion de Nacionalidades Indigenas de Ecuador
(CONAIE), will also be a candidate. He has the support of various Amazon indigenous groups,
which will split the indigenous vote. Luis Villacis of the Movimiento Popular Democratico and
president of the Frente Popular, which includes unions, campesinos, students, and small business
groups, will be a candidate for the left. The Democracia Popular (DP), which carried Mahuad to
victory in 1998, has not yet chosen its candidate. It is considering endorsing Foreign Minister Heinz
Moeller who will run on the Union Nacional (UNO) ticket.
Other candidates include lawyer Jacinto Velazquez, an independent, who is trying for the
presidency for the second time. His running mate will be Patricio Larrea. And, multimillionaire
banana grower Alvaro Noboa will run for the PRIAN party, which he founded. Noboa ran in 1998
on the PRE ticket and said massive fraud cost him the presidency (see NotiSur, 1998-07-24). Raul
Patino, social welfare minister in the Noboa administration, has expressed an interest in running for
his Moviemiento Justicia, as has Cesar Alarcon of the Movimiento Libertad.
A group of Cuenca residents asked Alberto Luna, retired archbishop of Cuenca, to consider running
for president. Hundreds of Cuenca residents marched through the streets July 21 to show support
for a Luna candidacy. After both Bishop Luna and Fernando Cordero, mayor of Cuenca, declined to
run, the Movimiento Nuevo Pais (MNP) offered its support to Deputy Leon Roldos if he would run.
He has not yet decided.
Several candidates have expressed an interest in forming an alliance for the election, but no
alliances have been announced. Little interest in campaign Noboa will leave his successor an
economy that is slowly recovering from the acute crisis that began in late 1998. After it was
dollarized in April 2000, the economy once again began to grow, but analysts warn that the next
government will have to apply rigid controls on public spending, attract foreign investment, and
rebuild the productive sector if growth is to continue.
Ecuador has the worst debt burden in the Western Hemisphere, with debt-service payments taking
25% of the annual budget and further slowing development. Ecuador grew 5.6% in 2001, the highest
growth rate in Latin America. Despite the growth, various nongovernmental organizations have
estimated that between 70% and 80% of the population live below the poverty line. Local media
reports say the electoral process is getting underway amid widespread apathy and disillusionment
with politicians and the political process after seven years of political upheaval and corruption
scandals.
In 1995, then vice president Alberto Dahik resigned in a corruption scandal and fled the country (see
NotiSur, 1995-09- 01). In 1997, Bucaram was forced to resign after being declared mentally unfit (see
NotiSur, 1997-05-30). He was followed by the brief caretaker presidency of Fabian Alarcon, who was
also charged with corruption (see NotiSur, 1998-05- 08). Elected president in 1998, Jamil Mahuad
was ousted in January 2000. Besides the political chaos, the country has witnessed the collapse of the
banking sector, the dollarization of the economy, and never-ending social unrest and protests. When
public opposition coalesced and succeeded in removing Mahuad, there was briefly a sense that
perhaps the will of the people could affect the political process. When Noboa took over, it was clear
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that it would be politics as usual, and most Ecuadorans no longer see much chance that a change in
presidents will improve their lives.

-- End --
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